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Musician Guest of Honor:

‘Spider’ John Koerner

by Spider Robinson

You ask me of John Koerner, In 1985, a freshman at Le
Moyne College, | stumbled across an anthology album called
THE BLUES PROJECT (Elektra EKS-726A)and discovered "Spider”
John, Whomp bom! | was in love. Dug up and dug his
albums wTth Dave "Snaker" Ray and Tony "Little Sun” Glover,
records like BLUES, RAGS & HOLLERS; LOTS MORE BLUES, RAGS &
HOLLERS (EKS-7267); STILL MORE B, R & H; and THE RETURN OF
KOERNER, RAY & GLOVER (EKS-7305), not to mention his solo
album, SPIDER  BLUES (EKS-7290); which contains the
legendary "Rent Party Rag." As these sounds began to
emanate from my room, hallmates paid me increasingly large
sums of money not to play "that weird Spider guy and his
n----- music.” Koerner's stinging 7-string guitar runs were
unamplified, his rhythm section was the bass strings of his
ax and his big stomping boot, his humor was subtle and
laconic he sounded very little like the Dave Clark Five, is what
I'm trying to convey, and Ilater when a dozen friends
conferred the name Spider on me, my inexplicable fondness
for his music was one of the most consistently cited
reasons. f didnt give a damn. Being a Koerner fan was
like being an sf fan: in any given city there were perhaps
a dozen people who understood your passion — but you and
them was brothers, united by good taste in the Land of Phili
stines.

Jump-cut. 1969 or so. Somebody gave me a tablet which
turned out to be a 2-trip tab of STP. Wish I'd known
before | ate it. 30 hours Ilater | hadnt peaked yet.
Walked around a corner and into a concert by Spider John
and a fat red-bearded guy he called "Sweet William," who
spoke only in falsetto and played an upright piano with
tacks in the hammers. Convinced | was hallucinating, |
wandered up onstage
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